Checklist for Land Back for Arapaho and Cheyenne Projects

Creating a checklist for Land Back projects for the Arapaho and Cheyenne involves
several steps to ensure that the process is comprehensive, respectful, and beneficial to
the communities involved. Here is a detailed checklist:

Initial Planning and Research
1. Identify the Land:

O Determine which lands are historically significant to the Arapaho and

Cheyenne.
O Research legal ownership and current usage of the land.

2. Community Consultation:

O Engage with Arapaho and Cheyenne community leaders and members.
O Hold public meetings and forums for input and feedback.
O Document community needs and desires regarding the land.

3. Historical and Cultural Research:

O Conduct thorough research on the historical significance of the land.
O Compile historical documents, oral histories, and cultural records.

Legal and Administrative Steps

4. Legal Review:

O Consult with legal experts on land repatriation and indigenous rights.
O Review treaties, land claims, and historical agreements.

5. Land Acquisition:

O Explore options for land purchase, donation, or transfer.
O Negotiate with current landowners or government entities.

6. Title and Deed Transfer:

O Ensure proper legal transfer of land titles and deeds.
O Record the transfer with relevant government agencies.

Community Engagement and Planning

7. Develop a Land Management Plan:



Collaborate with the community to develop a sustainable land
management plan.

Include provisions for environmental conservation, cultural preservation,
and economic development.

8. Funding and Resources:

©)

Identify funding sources (grants, donations, government programs).
o

Secure resources for land restoration, infrastructure, and ongoing
maintenance.

Implementation

9. Land Restoration:

O Plan and execute land restoration projects (reforestation, habitat

restoration, etc.).

O Involve community members in restoration efforts.

10. Infrastructure Development:

O Develop necessary infrastructure (housing, community centers, cultural

sites).

Ensure infrastructure development aligns with community needs and
sustainability goals.
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Monitoring and Evaluation

11. Regular Monitoring:

©)

Set up systems for regular monitoring of land use and health.
o

Involve community members in monitoring and decision-making
processes.

12. Evaluation and Feedback:
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Conduct periodic evaluations of the project’s success and impact.
o

Gather feedback from the community and make necessary adjustments.

Education and Outreach

13. Cultural Education Programs:

O Develop educational programs to teach about the land’s history and

significance.

O Include cultural activities, workshops, and events.



14. Outreach and Advocacy:

O Promote the project and its goals to a wider audience.
O Advocate for policy changes that support indigenous land rights.

Documentation and Reporting

15. Documentation:

O Keep detailed records of all steps taken in the project.
O Document community stories, cultural practices, and project milestones.

16. Reporting:

O Regularly report to the community and stakeholders on progress and
challenges.
O Ensure transparency and accountability throughout the project.

This checklist provides a structured approach to Land Back projects, ensuring that all
necessary steps are taken to honor and restore the lands to the Arapaho and Cheyenne
communities.



