
Checklist for Building Eco Villages Projects

Creating an eco-village is a complex and multifaceted project that requires careful 
planning and execution. Here’s a comprehensive checklist to guide you through the 
process:

Initial Planning and Research

1. Define Vision and Mission:

• Establish the core principles and goals of the eco-village.
• Identify key sustainability objectives (e.g., renewable energy, organic farming). 

2. Feasibility Study:

• Conduct site analysis (soil quality, water availability, climate conditions).
• Assess legal and zoning requirements.
• Perform a financial feasibility study and secure funding sources. 

3. Community Engagement:

• Involve future residents in the planning process.
• Develop a governance model (e.g., consensus decision-making). 

Site Selection and Design

4. Site Selection:

• Choose a location with appropriate land size and resources.
• Consider proximity to essential services and transportation. 

5. Permits and Approvals:

• Obtain necessary permits from local authorities.
• Ensure compliance with environmental regulations. 

6. Master Plan Development:

• Create a master plan including residential areas, communal spaces, and 
infrastructure.

• Design buildings with sustainable architecture principles. 

Infrastructure and Utilities

7. Energy Solutions:

• Plan for renewable energy sources (solar, wind, biomass).



• Implement energy-efficient systems and appliances. 

8. Water Management:

• Develop systems for water collection, filtration, and recycling.
• Plan for sustainable wastewater treatment (e.g., constructed wetlands). 

9. Waste Management:

• Create a comprehensive waste management plan (composting, recycling).
• Implement systems for reducing waste generation. 

Sustainable Living and Agriculture

10. Sustainable Housing:

• Use eco-friendly building materials and construction techniques.
• Incorporate passive solar design and natural ventilation. 

11. Food Production:

• Establish organic farms, community gardens, and permaculture systems.
• Plan for food storage and processing facilities. 

12. Transportation:

• Promote the use of bicycles, electric vehicles, and public transportation.
• Develop pedestrian-friendly pathways. 

Community Development

13. Education and Awareness:

• Provide training on sustainable living practices.
• Organize workshops and events to build community spirit. 

14. Health and Well-being:

• Plan for healthcare facilities and wellness programs.
• Design spaces for recreation and leisure. 

15. Economic Sustainability:

• Develop local businesses and markets.
• Promote eco-tourism and other sustainable income sources. 

Monitoring and Evaluation



16. Performance Metrics:

• Set up systems to monitor energy use, waste production, and other sustainability 
metrics.

• Regularly evaluate progress towards goals. 

17. Continuous Improvement:

• Encourage community feedback and participation in decision-making.
• Adapt and update plans based on monitoring results and new technologies. 

Documentation and Outreach

18. Documentation:

• Maintain detailed records of planning, construction, and operational phases.
• Document best practices and lessons learned. 

19. Outreach and Networking:

• Share experiences with other eco-villages and sustainability networks.
• Promote the eco-village as a model for sustainable living. 

Contingency Planning

20. Risk Management: 

• Develop plans for natural disasters and other emergencies.
• Ensure the eco-village can be resilient and adaptable to changing conditions. 

This checklist can serve as a guide, but remember that each eco-village project is 
unique and may require additional steps tailored to specific needs and contexts.


