Checklist for Preservation of Lighthouse Projects

A checklist for the preservation of lighthouse projects can ensure that the historic and
operational integrity of the lighthouse is maintained while addressing necessary updates
or repairs. Here's a general preservation checklist to help guide the process:

1. Initial Assessment

e Conduct a structural inspection of the lighthouse (foundation, walls, and tower).

e Evaluate the condition of the light (fresnel lens or LED system) and any
associated mechanics.

e Inspect for water damage, erosion, or other natural wear due to environmental
exposure.

e Document any historic elements that require special care during preservation.

2. Historical Documentation and Research

e Review historical records of the lighthouse, including architectural plans and
previous restorations.

e |dentify any historically significant features that must be preserved.

e Collaborate with local historical societies or experts for accurate restoration
plans.

3. Compliance and Legal Requirements

e Ensure the project complies with local, state, or national preservation laws.

e Apply for necessary permits or approvals from historical commissions or
relevant authorities.

e Secure heritage grants or funding for restoration efforts, if applicable.

4. Site and Structural Preservation

o  Waterproofing: Ensure proper seals and coatings are applied to prevent water
infiltration.

e Masonry repair: Address cracks, spalling, and erosion in brick, stone, or
concrete.

e Metal preservation: Inspect and treat corrosion on metal components like
railings or the lantern room.

e Roof and Lantern: Restore or replace roofing materials to ensure the lantern
room is fully protected.

5. Mechanical and Electrical Systems

e Test and maintain the lighting system to ensure operational integrity.
e Evaluate the mechanical systems, including rotating beacons, if present.



e Update or repair the electrical wiring and power supply as necessary to meet
modern standards.

6. Weatherproofing and Environmental Protection

e Repair or replace windows and doors to ensure proper insulation and resistance
to high winds or storms.

e Inspect and restore ventilation systems to control interior moisture levels.

e Ensure the lighthouse is protected from erosion or land degradation caused by
its coastal environment.

7. Landscape and Surroundings

e Ensure the surrounding terrain is stable and free of hazards (e.g., erosion
control measures).
e Maintain the pathways, signage, and visitor access to the lighthouse.

8. Safety and Accessibility

e Inspect and update the safety features (handrails, stairs, and barriers) to meet
current codes.

e Consider accessibility upgrades (ramps, lifts) to ensure visitors can safely
access the lighthouse.

e Install modern fire prevention and emergency lighting systems without
compromising historical authenticity.

9. Public Engagement and Education

e Develop a plan for interpretation and education (exhibits, tours, signage).

e Create outreach programs to involve the community and raise awareness.

e Host events to draw public interest and generate funds for continued
preservation.

10. Maintenance Plan

e Establish a routine maintenance schedule for ongoing inspections and minor
repairs.

e Document preservation activities and establish a record-keeping system for
future restorations.

e Create a budget for continued upkeep and emergency repairs.

By following this checklist, lighthouse projects can be preserved effectively, balancing
historical integrity with modern functionality and safety.



